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INTRODUCTION 

These guidance notes are provided to guide all candidates through the Flight Operations Assessment 
(FOA) stage of the CDP-C™ pilot qualification.  

It is strongly recommended that any candidate wishing to undertake a Flight Operations Assessment 
seeks professional flying instruction with a certified Scottcopters™ instructor and carries out sufficient 
practice prior to booking their FOA. 

AIRCRAFT AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

All candidates are required to present an airworthy UAV for flight examination and must be confident 
that they have developed sufficient skill to be able to pass the assessment. The Candidate’s UAV(s) 
must comply with any legal requirements in force at the time of the FOA. Scottcopters™ UAVs may 
be rented and crash insurance (Coverage of aircraft replacement only and not third party liability) is 
included in the rental fee. 

INSURANCE 

It is not a legal requirement in HK, but it is preferred that candidates provide the examiner with 
acceptable evidence showing valid public liability insurance before any flight examination is permitted. 
Alternatively, candidates could have full commercial cover from one of the specialist UAV underwriters. 

PHOTO ID 

On arrival for their FOA, candidates must provide photo ID; an acceptable proof of identity such as a 
passport or Hong Kong ID card. 

PILOT-IN-COMMAND RESPONSIBILITIES 

It must be understood that candidates are entirely responsible for all flights undertaken during the 
FOA. The candidate has the right to refuse any requests from the Examiner which they feel may cause 
an unnecessary risk to the RPAS, members of the public or crew members but this may affect the 
outcome of the examination. if in doubt abort the mission and discuss the request with the Examiner.  

EQUIPMENT AND CREW 

Candidates should provide all equipment, documentation, and nourishment provided to complete the 
examination process. By prior arrangement the examiner may be able to act as observer for the 
candidate.  
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THE ASSESSMENT 

The Examiner will be assessing candidates on their planning and preparation for the operation, the 
conduct of the flight and their ability to operate employing the procedures set out in their Operations 
Manual. The Examiner will of course also be assessing the candidate’s ability to control the UAV. 

The FOA will require a minimum of two and (normally) a maximum of four flights, so you should arrive 
for your FOA with sufficient battery packs to be able to complete these flights without needing to 
recharge. 

Two hours are allocated to each FOA/Candidate and the required flights should be completed in this 
time, any extra time may be allocated to candidates but this will be at the discretion of the Examiner. 
The weather in HK can be extremely hot, humid, windy and wet so it is the candidate’s responsibility 
to care for him/herself, his/her crew and UAV accordingly. The examiner will be looking at this aspect 
of preparation. 

PREPARATION FOR THE FOA 

Candidates utilising any of the UAV Academy FOA sites will be provided with an exact latitude and 
longitude grid reference grid reference for the location and details of when to meet the examiner.  

It can be assumed that permission to use the site is granted. The candidate is responsible for checking 
NOTAMs. Candidates should NOT contact any Air Traffic Control (ATC) unit or any other third 
party when preparing for their FOA at a UAV Academy FOA site.  

The Examiner will expect you to approach the FOA as if it is a commercial job, so any equipment, 
procedures and personnel required for a standard flight operation should be provided. At UAV 
Academy FOA sites you will not be expected to deploy signage, cordoning etc. However, your 
Examiner will expect you to explain where and why you would deploy signage and cordoning. 

WEATHER 

The candidate is responsible for checking weather conditions. Please check the weather for the 
FOA site on the day before the FOA date, and if you feel the FOA needs to be postponed due 
to bad weather or other exigencies, you must contact the examiner by telephone 
before 1800 on the day before the FOA date.  If you do not call the flight examiner before 
1800 the day before, it is assumed that your FOA will proceed at the scheduled date and 
time. If typhoon 3 or above or any rainstorm warning is hoisted after 06:00 on the day of the 
FOS, the FOA will be postponed and rescheduled.  

If you fail to turn up at the FOA site more than 40 minutes after the designated time on the 
day, it will be classed as an exam fail. 

It must be stressed that the candidate is responsible for ensuring that the UAV is flown within the 
limitations specified in the Operations Manual. Any postponed flight examinations will be rebooked at 
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their earliest convenience. These details will be echoed in the final FOA booking email sent to 
candidates. 

 

LOCAL SITES 

Candidates may by special arrangement in certain circumstances provide a flight examination site, in 
these circumstances the suitability of the site must be agreed with the examiner and the candidate 
will be responsible for all permissions, insurance and legal requirements. UAV over 7kgs and under 20 
kgs must be tested at the Tai Tong HKMEC site. Also large Fixed Wing aircraft should be tested there. 
Smaller fixed wing aircraft may be conducted at the usual site. 

Additional charges will apply for the Examiners time and travel costs, so this is normally only an option 
if there two or more candidates are wanting to complete their FOA. 

PRE-SITE SURVEY 

The candidate will be expected to complete a Pre-Site Survey prior to arriving for the FOA. It is 
recommended that the candidate brings with them to the FOA a completed Pre-Site Survey form, 
together with any supporting documentation. This should cover aspects such as: 

• Identification of any local airfields, danger, restricted or prohibited sites or other no-fly zones 
such as shooting ranges or special boundaries 

• Identification of the airspace classification at the FOA site 

• Any ATC requirements (do not call ATC) 

• Identification of any NOTAMs which may affect operations 

• Identification of any potential topographical features which may cause issues 

• Weather forecasts and current reports 

• Identification of any other factors/hazards at the FOA site 

• Emergency and other contact numbers - as appropriate 

ON-SITE SURVEY 

On their arrival the candidate will be fully briefed by the Examiner on each stage of the examination 
before being expected to select the most appropriate operating area and any required emergency or 
alternate landing areas. The examiner may employ a 3D model of the flying field for the candidate to 
refer to. The Examiner will then leave the candidate to conduct an On-Site Survey. It is recommended 
that this On-Site Survey is documented (as described in the candidate’s Operations Manual).  The On-
Site Survey should identify all issues such as: 

• Local nearby persons or livestock 

• Public access points 
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• Buildings or any geographical hazards which may exist 

• Actual weather on site 

• Potential RFI issues (radio frequency interference) 

The On-Site Survey should take no longer than 20 minutes, including documenting the findings. On 
completion, the candidate should back brief the Examiner on their findings. 

UAV AND EQUIPMENT PREPARATION 

The candidate must demonstrate the ability to prepare all equipment, including making the UAV ready 
for flight, following the procedures set out in the candidate’s Operations Manual. This would normally 
involve the use of checklists or flight reference cards (FRCs). 

BRIEFING 

Prior to the start of flying the candidate will be required to give a full crew briefing to any crewmembers 
or relevant persons present at the flight examination site. The Examiner should be briefed as if he/she 
was acting as a ‘Client Observer' for the purposes of the flight operation. 

REQUIRED FLIGHT PROCEDURES 

The candidate will be required to demonstrate a disciplined and procedural approach during the FOA. 
In particular, the Examiner will be looking for competency in: 

• Flight Planning  

• Pre-Flight Checks  

• In Flight system monitoring 

• Post-Flight Checks  

FAIL SAFE 

At some point during the FOA the Examiner will ask you to demonstrate the failsafe system on your 
UAV. This will require the transmitter to be switched off (a HK CAD requirement) to demonstrate the 
‘Return To Launch’ function. The aircraft may be landed manually when it is descending to the home 
point. 

SIMULATED EMERGENCIES 

The candidate will be expected to demonstrate dealing with at least two simulated emergencies during 
the FOA. These will be at the examiners discretion from the list below; 

• Air incursion 

• Ground incursion 
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• Loss of control link 

• Loss of GNSS 

• Pilot incapacitation 

• Loss of orientation 

• Loss of VLOS 

• Aircraft system failure or fire (to defined by the examiner) 

REQUESTED MANOEUVRES 

The manoeuvres set out below are for candidates who wish to fly multirotor UAVs.  

For candidates with fixed wing UAV’s the Examiner will tailor manoeuvres based on the capabilities of 
the aircraft and its ground control system and the type of operations anticipated by the candidate. 
The Examiner will discuss and agree the content of the FOA with the fixed wing UAV candidate. 

The candidate will be expected to demonstrate any or all the following manoeuvres at the Examiner’s 
discretion; 
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1. POINT TO POINT 

This exercise may be conducted either in ATTI or GPS stabilised mode. Other modes, such as course, 
home lock or waypoints are not allowed. 

The objective of the exercise is to examine the remote pilot’s ability to fly the UAV between positions 
directly. The exercise will also examine the candidate’s spatial awareness, and ability to deal with 
environmental factors such as wind and sun position etc. 

The UAV is required to fly directly from point A to point B. Once at point B, the RPA should turn to 
and fly directly to point C. At point C, the RPA should turn and fly to point D. At point D, the RPA 
should turn to face point A. 

The candidate must fly the UAV so as to maintain legal and appropriate distances throughout the 
exercise. The Examiner will expect you to hold position at each point until you are told to fly the UAV 
to the next point. The exercise should be flown at constant altitude.  

Pilot and 
Crew 

Point B 

Point A 

Point C 
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2. CONSTANT ANGLE CLIMB AND DESCENT 

This exercise may be conducted either in ATTI or GPS stabilised mode. Other modes, such as course, 
home lock or waypoints are not allowed. 

The exercise is designed to examine the candidate’s spatial awareness and ability to judge potential 
hazards. The exercise will also require good coordination of throttle and the pitch controls. 

The UAV is required to fly directly backwards from point A to point B at a climbing angle of 45 degree. 
The Examiner will tell the candidate when to stop the ascent and will then expect the candidate to fly 
a 45 degree descent back to the starting point. The candidate should fly the UAV so as to achieve a 
constant speed and angle of ascent. 

The direction in which the exercise is flown relative to the candidate is at the Examiner’s discretion, so 
it could be directly away from the candidate (selfie!) or flown at 90 degrees to the candidate. 

  

Pilot and 
Crew 

Point B 

Point A 

Climbing 

Descending 
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3. RECTANGULAR PATTERN - CIRCUIT 

This exercise must be completed in stabilised / ATTI mode. In other words without the use of GPS 
(position hold) stabilisation. The exercise examines the candidate’s spatial awareness and ability to 
deal with varying environmental factors (wind in particular) without the assistance of the GPS 
stabilisation mode. 

The UAV should be flown from about 3 metres height at point A to climb to approximately 12 metres 
at point B then to point C on to point D and then to E and finally a descent to arrive at point A at the 
starting height. The UAV should be flying with the front of the aircraft facing in the direction of travel at 
all times. 

The candidate may elect to stop and turn the UAV at each point or to fly in a continuous turn through 
each point. The Examiner will prompt the candidate when to turn as there will be no markers set down 
on the ground. 

This exercise becomes much more challenging as the wind speed increases as the pilot has to 
anticipate and compensate for the effect of the wind on the flight path of the UAV. The Examiner will 
take the wind speed into account in assessing the candidate’s capabilities.  

Pilot and 
Crew 

Climbing 
Point A Point B 

Point C 

Point E 
Descending 

Point D 
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4. FIGURE OF EIGHT 

This exercise may be conducted either in ATTI or GPS stabilised mode. Other modes, such as course, 
home lock or waypoints are not allowed.  

This exercise examines the candidate’s aircraft control, spatial awareness and their ability to deal with 
varying environmental factors. 

The UAV should be flown in a figure of eight as shown in the diagram. The circuit may be flown in 
either direction at constant height (between 3 and 10 metres and at a speed no faster than a fast 
walking pace. The Examiner will be looking for the figure of eights flown to be of consistent size and 
shape and to be symmetrical. The front of the UAV should be facing in the direction of travel throughout 
this exercise.  

Pilot and 
Crew 
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5. DISORIENTATION RECOVERY 

This exercise may be conducted either in ATTI or GPS stabilised mode. Other modes, such as course, 
home lock or waypoints are not allowed. The candidate is free to decide which mode to use and may 
attempt the exercise in both modes if desired. This exercise examines the candidate’s ability to deal 
with varying environmental factors and ability to re-orientate themselves with the RPAS. 

The candidate should fly the UAV from point A to point B. Once at point B the RPA should hold 
position and begin to rotate until the Examiner tells the candidate to stop rotation. The candidate 
should then work out the orientation of the UAV so that they are able to fly it back to point A. The 
candidate may use any options available to help re-orientate themselves with the 
aircraft.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Pilot and 
Crew 

Point A 

Point B 
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POSITION HOLD 

This exercise must be completed in stabilised / ATTI mode. In other words without the use of GPS 
(position hold) stabilisation.  

The candidate will be directed by the Examiner to fly the UAV to one or more position and in each 
position to rotate the UAV if instructed to any orientation nominated by the Examiner. The candidate 
must then hold a reasonably constant position and altitude without any GPS aids for approximately 
20 seconds. 

RIGHT TO APPEAL 

The candidate has twenty eight days in which to appeal against a Flight Operations Assessment  
decision. To initiate the appeal process an email should be sent to the Chief Flight Examiner, stating 
details of the flight examination and the reason for the appeal. An internal investigation process will 
begin and the candidate will be advised of the findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


